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Statements, October 8 - October 21
by Barbara Khol
Category/Department: General
Published: Tuesday, October 22, 1991
[See Chronicle 10/01/91 and 10/08/91 for previous coverage of coup.] Oct. 8: Supreme Court justice
Joseph Nerette third- ranking member of the 12-judge court was sworn in as provisional president.
Nerette has earned a reputation for integrity and, previously, for staying out of politics. In an
apparent protest, only 68 of the 108 senators and deputies attended the investiture ceremony, and
an undetermined number refused to sign the resolution appointing Nerette as interim president.
Members of the national parliament voted to remove Prime Minister Rene Preval from office.
Preval issued a statement requesting that the Haitian people "continue patriotic resistance and
the general strike until the constitutional order and President Jean Bertrand Aristide are restored."
Aristide returned to Caracas from the US. In response to the military's refusal to permit the return of
Aristide, the Organization of American States (OAS) approved a resolution calling for a hemispheric
trade embargo against Haiti and a freeze on Haitian assets abroad. The dismissal of nine officers
of the army's health and support services including former Port-au-Prince police chief, Col. Pierre
Charles Cherubin, and the commander of the presidential guard, Lt. Col. Neocles P. Arne was
announced on state-run television Nationale d'Haiti. The nine soldiers had been dropped from the
army in the late 1980s and reinstated by Aristide after he became president in February. The Romebased Inter Press Service reported that one civilian was killed and three wounded at Cap Haitian,
Haiti's second largest city, during an army operation in a poor neighborhood. Oct. 9: Aristide
said the military coup was financed by drug traffic profits, and former members of the "Tontons
Macoutes" in the Dominican Republic. He asserted that the new government must be removed from
power as soon as possible "to avoid another blood bath." Aristide said he would consider amnesty
for soldiers, if coup leaders agreed to leave the country or face trial in Haiti. Next, Aristide expressed
support for decisions by the Mexican and Venezuelan governments to suspend oil shipments to
Haiti. The UN Latin American and Caribbean Group (GRULAC) revised a resolution on Haiti to be
submitted for a vote by the General Assembly. Principal items included in the resolution follow: UN
Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar is requested to provide support to OAS Secretary General
Joao Baena Soares toward implementation of OAS resolutions; all UN member-nations are asked
to adopt measures approved by the OAS; strong condemnation of the use of violence and military
coercion in the overthrow of Aristide; refusal to recognize any government officials or diplomats
installed as a result of Haiti's "illegal situation"; and, request for increased financial and technical
assistance to Haiti subsequent to the current crisis. White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater
told reporters that US citizens in Haiti are in no immediate danger. On orders of the army high
command, none of the 12 independent radio stations in Port-au-Prince were broadcasting news.
Soldiers enforced the prohibition by sacking several radio stations. The US State Department issued
a statement recommending that all US citizens leave Haiti. Citing unidentified US and Venezuelan
military sources, Venezuelan daily newspaper El Universal reported that both nations will conduct
military exercises Oct. 28-30 off Haiti's western coast. The maneuvers are to be carried out by US
aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk and fighter planes from both air forces. Dozens of women in the border
town of Jimani, Dominican Republic, told reporters that they had been raped by Haitian soldiers.
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Oct. 10: US State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler announced that non-essential
US government officials could leave Haiti if they wished. During a radio broadcast Venezuelan
President Carlos Andres Perez said that the "collective use of force" should not be discarded as
an option to return Aristide to power. Haitian senate leader Dejean Belizaire told reporters that
a majority of members oppose the arrival of a civilian mission mandated by the OAS for reasons
of "national sovereignty." French Foreign Ministry spokesperson Daniel Bernard told reporters
that his government had imposed a trade embargo against Haiti and called on other European
Community member- nations to follow suit. Bernard said France will also freeze Haitian assets.
In 1990, bilateral trade was valued at US$31.3 million. US Ambassador to Haiti Alvin Adams said
Washington may freeze assets belonging to Haitian businesspersons involved in blocking Aristide's
return. Adams cited the embargo against Panama as a precedent. Oct. 11: In Haiti, Jean Jacques
Honorat was appointed prime minister by provisional president Nerette. Honorat, founder of the
Haitian Rights and Liberties Center, has an international reputation for human rights defense
work. Honorat apparently accepted the position on the condition that negotiations with the OAS
are resumed. He said he wanted to "prevent Haiti's isolation by the international community," but
declined to say whether he favored Aristide's return. Oct. 13: In a communique, the Haitian army
high command accused "malicious individuals" of throwing explosives into the paths of police
and military vehicles. Oct 14: The Chamber of Deputies ratified the appointment of Honorat as
provisional prime minister. Honorat submitted the following list of candidates for cabinet positions:
Desir Josep, Education Ministry; Jean-Luis Greguere, Health; retired colonel Jean Gracia, Defense;
Judge Antoine P. Leconte, Justice; Joachim Pieree, Social Welfare; Henry Piquion, Information; and,
Marc-Henry Rousseau Francois, Labor, Transportation and Communications. Haiti's communist,
socialist (PANPRA), and social democratic parties refused to participate in the new government.
The deputies also confirmed the three-year tenure of Brig.Gen. Raoul Cedras as armed forces
chief. Haitian Ambassador to the US Jean Casimir reiterated Aristide's claim that the coup was
funded by drug and weapons traffickers. Honorat said the US State Department was "backing
down," by calling on Haiti to respect "democratic norms" without mentioning specific names.
According to Honorat, trade sanctions proposed by the OAS had not yet been implemented. The
Panamanian government announced plans to freeze Haitian government assets in Panamanian
banks. Deputy Foreign Minister Jose Mulino also said all Panamanian-registered ships had been
prohibited from docking at Haitian ports. Oct. 15: In a statement before Haitian legislators, Honorat
said the coup was justified because citizens have the right to overthrow an oppressive government.
US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher reiterated Washington's desire for Aristide
to be returned to power following OAS negotiations. Boucher indicated that the US government
is considering "additional measures" designed to force a reversal of the coup. Oct. 17: In a speech
broadcast by Venezuela's state-run Radio Nacional, Aristide said he was willing to negotiate the
formation of a new government on the condition that he would continue as president. He pointed
out that the Haitian constitution permits the president and top lawmakers to name a new prime
minister and cabinet. Aristide said, "The military talks about elections that will never have any
meaning for us, and that the international community, through the OAS and the UN, has declared
it will not recognize...The international community also will not recognize any government that
results from any election produced by [coup leader Raoul] Cedras. "For seven months we had a
historic marriage between the army and the people. All that time was peaceful. But in these last two
weeks more than 1,000 people have been killed, and that is the crime they are trying to hide with
lies...I am ready to respond to whatever accusation is made against me... but Cedras will have to go
to jail for his crimes." Aristide said he was aware of no concrete charges against him. Oct. 18: New
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cabinet members announced by the Haitian government follow: Gracia Jean, Interior and National
Defense; Charles Beaulieu, Finance and Economy; Francois Rouzi, Commerce and Industry; Dr.
Greger Jean-Louis, Public Health and Population; Claude Pierre-Louis, Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Rural Development; Henri Piquion, Information and Coordination; Joseph Desir,
National Education, Youth and Sports; Marc Henri Rousseau Francois, Public Works, Transport
and Communications; Joachim Pierre, Social Affairs; Antoine Leconte, Justice; Jean-Robert Simonis,
Foreign Affairs; Claudette Gourdet, Social Affairs; Morisseau Lazare, Commerce; Marcel Bonny,
Planning. According to a report by the Deutsche Press Agentur, the US government has decided
to fully support Aristide, despite misgivings about his reported lack of enthusiasm for pluralistic,
free market economies. On Friday, a State Department spokesperson said, "We are not backing
away from Aristide." The official said, "This is an acid test for our commitment to free, democratic
elections. If we want to retain our credibility, we have to accept the result, even if we don't happen
to like the politics of the people chosen by the voters." The US government has imposed a total
economic embargo on Haiti, including humanitarian aid, and has frozen all Haitian government
assets in US banks. The OAS is currently discussing means of temporarily easing the total trade
embargo to permit food shipments to Haiti, if supervised by international or private volunteer
organizations. Radio Metropole reported that Haitian soldiers arrested seven people for distributing
leaflets calling for the return of ousted President Aristide in Jacmel, 83 km. southeast of Port-auPrince. A group known as "Konbit Komilfo" in the town of Grand Goave, 52 km. southwest of Portau-Prince, said several people had been killed by soldiers. Oct. 19: Chilean Foreign Minister Enrique
Silva Cimma said his government had granted diplomatic asylum to the foreign minister of Haiti's
ousted government, Jean-Robert Sabalat. The Haitian official took refuge in the Chilean Embassy
just as the ambassador, Luis Larrain, was preparing to leave for Santiago to break relations between
the two countries. The Associated Press quoted a Haitian Senate adviser, who requested anonymity,
as saying that a three-person legislative delegation was scheduled to leave for Washington Saturday
to meet with OAS officials. The source said the delegation will discuss the possible return of
deposed President Aristide, and a trade embargo imposed by the OAS. Oct. 21: Haitian military
sources said troops had broken up an armed rebel group called the Haitian Liberation Army. In a
shoot-out with soldiers near the coastal town of Petit Goave (68 km. southwest of Port-au-Prince),
at least two of the rebels were killed. An officer from the local garrison made the announcement
over the weekend during a TV broadcast. Several unions and grassroots organizations issued a
call for a 24-hour general strike Oct. 23 to press for the return of Aristide. The groups calling for
the strike included the National Federation of Haitian Students, National Confederation of Haitian
Teachers, General Confederation of Labor, Federation of Port-au-Prince Neighborhood Committees
and the Papaye Peasants Movement. The latter two organizations have gone underground since the
coup. (Basic data from the Washington Post, 10/07/91; Inter Press Service, 10/09/91; AP, 10/08-11/91,
10/18/91; Notimex, 10/08/91, 10/09/91, 10/14/91, 10/18/91; Spanish news service EFE, 10/09/91,
10/10/91, 10/12-15/91; Deutsche Press Agentur, 10/18/91; Xinhua, 10/19/91; Agence France-Presse,
10/08-10/91, 10/12-19/91, 10/21/91)
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